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BOWERING COLLECTION OVERVIEW

In 2022, the University of British Columbia Library, Rare Books and Special Collections was
delighted to receive George Bowering’s personal library collection. He is one of Canada’s
most broadly influential writers, publishing over 100 books and chapbooks and, from 2002
to 2004, was Canada's inaugural Parliamentary Poet Laureate. He was the first English
language writer to win the Governor General’s Literary Award in both Poetry and Fiction;
the only two other writers to have done so are Margaret Atwood and Michael Ondaatje.
George attended the University of British Columbia where he earned a BA in History and an
MA in English, and took part in establishing the post modernist, avant-garde movement in
BC by co-founding and coediting TISH. As well, George was awarded an Honorary Degree
(D. Litt.) from UBC in 1994.

The George Bowering Collection is a carefully curated collection that includes all of
Bowering’s own writing, and volumes by other writers for a total of 6,245 items. As George
explains: “The thousands of books I had shed during several moves and after finishing my
academic career defined my reading life, which included—I will admit it—FElmore Leonard.
The ones I kept became the Bowering Collection of writers that defined my writing life (not
counting journalistic and baseball pursuits).”

The Collection also includes paintings and drawings of George by Canadian artists Gordon
Payne, Christian Nicholson and Greg Curnoe, photo portraits by Michael Ondaatje, and
many others. The Collection contains a rare complete run of TISH.

In 2020 George Bowering and Jean Baird donated Baird’s compilation of Bowering’s
published materials to UBC Okanagan. This collection is composed of Bowering’s works
across several genres and formats, including multiple editions of his Governor General
award-winning titles Rocky Mountain Foot, The Gangs of Kosmos and Burning Water. The
collection is being used in multiple disciples for course development. For more information
please search UBC Okanagan Baird Bowering Collection.

The Bowering Collection and Reading Room at UBC Vancouver will be recreating George’s
creative work environment. This room will also provide study tables and chairs, allowing
students and researchers to be surrounded by the inspiring works of many writers, as George
did in his days at UBC. There are some writers who George collects meticulously; the ones
that for him are really important. For example, George’s lifetime habit has been to collect all
of Kerouac and all books written about the Beats.

Often when large libraries are donated to universities they are split up. “It is very important
to me that these books are all together rather than being scattered among libraries...I
sincerely wish that I could sit in the room with these shelves and books and art, working to
further my argument, but being comparatively mortal, I must only offer a lifetime of thanks
to the librarians who have taken on such a task as to arrange a living space for my books.”

Over the past few years, the university has contributed significantly to the project, in excess
of $1.6M. The feasibility study commissioned by UBC estimates the cost to complete the
renovation is $500,000. These funds must be pledged by the end of December 2024.



From: Margaret Atwood
Toronto, ON April 22, 2024.

To Whom It May Concern:

I recently had a letter from Jean Baird concerning the Bowering Collection and Reading
Room, which, it seems, is short of the cash needed for its complete on to the tune of
400-500K.

I met George and Angela in 1967 in Montreal. Angela was a good friend of mine until her
death. I was George’s editor for The Gangs of Kosmos, at the House of Anansi — at a time
when I was doing the poetry editing there, including a book by Pat Lane and one by bill
bissett, among other B.C. writers — and have known him ever since. We were both young
poets and fiction writers in the 60s — “amphibious writers,” as Michael Ondaatje has called
those who practice seceberal forms — and were thus part of the renaissance (or perhaps
naissance) that was taking place in Canada in poetry at that time. I taught at UBC in 1964/5,
wrote my first published novel in Vancouver, and put together my first published “real” book
of poetry, The Circle Game, at the same time.

The Collection and Reading Room, as described to me by Jean, will be a very important
resource for poets, fiction writers, essayists, and those who study them, from Canada but also
from North America, as George had many connections over the years. His book collection
(annotated by him) is of extreme interest, but so are the fetishes he collected.

I am willing to donate my letters from Angela, which are extensive — she was very bright, and
was a prolific and specific letter writer — and also those from George. I mention also that they
were (loosely) the real-life models for the squabbling couple in my second published novel,
Surfacing. (They did have their wars.) Altogether a hefty chunk of literary history.

I understand that a pledge system has been started to raise the money necessary for the
completion of the project. Although I am involved in a major raise for another project at this
time, I am willing to pledge $50K (fifty thousand dollars) — which will come from a little
charitable fund I've set up called Extra Pocket — in the hope that my enthusiasm will prompt
the enthusiasm of others. This is a unique assemblage and it would be silly to let it slip
through the cracks.

I have known Jean Baird for many years. She is a tireless worker on behalf of poets and
poetry; she put together the Al Purdy A-Frame project (I knew Al quite well too), and is a
tenacious champion. Her dedication and selflessness should in my view be rewarded.

Yours sincerely,

Margaret Atwood.



WEAKRS VOIL LIMES

ACBI.OGRAPHY OF

George Bowering

He Speaks Volumes: A Biography of George Bowering by Rebecca Wigod

It’s an oddity for living Canadian writers to have a biography
written about them. George not only has a biography; he has an
annotated checklist biography.



BOWERING COLLECTION - SAMPLE OF ARTWORKS

For George—always young—xx Peggy
By Margaret Atwood
Cartoon of the meeting of GB and Atwood, for 70th birthday book

In the late 1950s George was dating Joan Huberman. One afternoon they went to an event at
the Vancouver Art Gallery. A disciple of one of Japan’s most celebrated calligraphers was
giving a demonstration. George was lucky to get one of the finished examples.

People in BC have to be taught to be Canadian
Portrait of GB by Heather Spears

Collage
By David Young and Fielding Dawson

GB portrait
By John Boyle, on green burlap

Photo of GB in Kerrisdale house study
Photo by Sam Tata

Paganini

By Ernst Oppler

Piece was owned by Dohnanyi or
Bronislaw Huberman and was given to
George, during the time he was dating Joan.
It’s a sketch for an oil painting.

Postcard for George (19" x 23") by Gordon Payne
By Pierre Coupey

Like George and Pierre have been friends for decades. This piece was done by for the
festshrift for George’s 70th birthday, 71+. Many other pieces of art in the Bowering
Collection were done for this book.

George was also good friends with Roy Kiyooka whose collages are published in George’s
The Man in the Yellow Boots.

Dr. Bowering (19" x 24")

By Greg Curnoe

George and Greg were good friends. Greg is the subject of GB’s book, The Moustache and
several other books that feature Curnoe artwork on the cover.

George is always keen to have artwork on his covers, by friends and others. A sample:

The Gangs of Kosmos, cover art by Charlie Pachter

Particular Accidents, cover art by Jack Chambers

George Bowering Selected, cover is a painting of GB by Christan Nicholson. The sketch
study for the painting is part of the Bowering Collection

Taking Measures, cover art by Pierre Coupey

Writing the Okanagan, cover art Lake Okanagan by E. J. Hughes

Some End, cover art by Jack Shadbolt




THE WORD BIRD

A lot of people, including the artist who made it, refer to this
metre-high 1999 three-dimensional painting by Jennifer Ettinger
as "The Word Bird." In actuality it is also the most recent edition
of George Bowering's 1967 poem, “Baseball”. You can read the
poem as it is displayed on the huge eagle's back and wings. In one
of its talons it grasps not a salmon but a ballpark hotdog, and
somewhere you might see the poet's lapis ring and his portrait.

For years the raptor
guarded the
Vancouver
Canadians' team shop
next to the men's
washroom. Now,
thanks to the
generous donation of
Jake Kerr, it protects
the poet's personal
collection of
contemporary poetry
and fiction at UBC.




One of Canada’s two best heterosexual poets
-Allen Ginsberg

George Bowering and Allen Ginsberg at the Western Front, Vancouver, 1978. Photo credit: Taki Bluesinger

There are some writers who George collects meticulously; the
ones that for him are really important. For example, George’s
lifetime habit has been to collect all of Kerouac and all books
written about the Beats.
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I sincerely wish that I could sit in the room with these shelves and
books and art, working to further my argument, but being
comparatively mortal, I must only offer a lifetime of thanks to the
librarians who have taken on such a task as to arrange a living
space for my books.

- George Bowering



